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3. Opening up of the system 
 
Accredited Schools 
 
Since the establishment and adoption of European schooling criteria by the Board of Governors at 
its April 2005 meeting at Mondorf, in response to the European Parliament’s resolution 
recommending the wider availability of the European Baccalaureate, so that it can be taken by 
pupils other than those of the European Schools, significant advances have been made.  
 
The setting up of European agencies or organisations in several Member States created demand 
for a European education for children of their staff, whose number was not sufficiently large to 
warrant the opening of a European School on the traditional model.  
 
Six national schools have been accredited by the Board of Governors in accordance with the 
procedure laid down by it, in Parma, Dunshaughlin, Heraklion, Strasbourg, Manosque and Helsinki, 
and three others are in the process of accreditation, in The Hague (the school is to open in August 
2012), Copenhagen and Tallinn (Estonia).  The latter two schools each presented a general 
interest file to the Joint Board of Inspectors in February 2012 and plan to open their schools in 
2013. 
 
Under the terms of an agreement signed with the Board of Governors following an audit by 
European Schools’ inspectors, so-called Type II schools provide European schooling and 
education which in principle lead up to the European Baccalaureate.  
 
The system’s opening up also allows, under a pilot project, the accreditation of European schooling 
provided in national schools, in the state (public) or private sector, which are known as Type III 
schools.   
To date, only one Member State, Germany, has submitted a dossier for such a school, which will 
open at Bad Vilbel, near Frankfurt, in 2012. 
  
Fact sheets on Types II and III schools (Ref. 2011-03-D-17-en-1) have been published on the 
website of the Office of the Secretary-General of the European Schools (www.eursc.eu). This 
document is updated annually (the last update was in October 2011). 
 

The European Baccalaureate in Accredited Schools  

The European Baccalaureate, in its present form, can be offered in an accredited school after the 
signing of an additional agreement to the Accreditation Agreement recognising the education 
provided in secondary years 6 and 7, which must conform in every respect to the curriculum taught 
in Type I European Schools. The same accreditation procedure as for the previous years must be 
followed.  

At present, only Scuola per l’Europa in Parma and European Schooling Helsinki have secondary 
years 6 and 7 leading to the European Baccalaureate. The Parma School entered 12 candidates 
for the European Baccalaureate for the very first time in 2009, under the auspices of the European 
School, Varese, which awarded the certificate to the successful candidates, followed by four 
candidates in 2010 and 12 in 2011. The Helsinki School is planning a first Baccalaureate session 
for 2013 in principle. 

The European School of Strasbourg, the School of European Education in Heraklion and the 
International School Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur at Manosque are at different stages of the 
process of securing accreditation for secondary years 6 and 7.  
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V. CONCLUSION 
 
 
The year 2011 was marked by budgetary discussions. Radical cuts were made to the salaries of 
future seconded and locally recruited teachers and the Board of Governors took decisions 
concerning rationalisation of the pedagogical organisation of schooling. The UK presidency of the 
European Schools took the initiative of restarting the debate on the issue of cost sharing by 
presenting a working paper to the Board of Governors in December 2011. It was concluded that 
the non-binding measures taken at the Stockholm meeting had not been effective and a new 
working group was set up to tackle the issue. 
 
The Secretary-General was given the mandate by the Board of Governors of analysing the 
linguistic structure of the Brussels European Schools with a view to reflection on balanced 
distribution of the sections across the schools. At the December meeting, Mrs Christmann 
presented the analysis and concrete proposals taking account of the prospect of the opening of a 
fifth school in the medium term.   
 
The ‘European Baccalaureate’ Working Group presented its final report and submitted several 
proposals aimed at continuing with reform and improving the upper secondary leaving certificate in 
the future.   
 

In September 2011, the European Parliament adopted Jean-Marie Cavada’s report on the 
European Schools system.  The various working groups have already reflected on the proposals 
and the resolution will be discussed further by the Board of Governors in 2012.  

 
Many major changes took place at the Office of the Secretary-General during 2011. The Head of 
the ICT Unit, Mr Navas, returned to Madrid, the Financial Controller par excellence, Mr Davis, 
decided to leave his post so as to enjoy his well-earned retirement and at the end of the year Mrs 
Christmann, the Secretary-General, decided to follow his example. Mrs Christmann had an 
outstanding career in the European Schools system as Head of the French delegation, as Director 
of the Luxembourg and Varese Schools, as Deputy Secretary-General and finally as a highly 
respected and widely admired Secretary-General. I would like to thank them all for their remarkable 
contribution to our system! I would also like to thank the Slovak and UK presidencies for their 
excellent cooperation! 
 

The General Secretariat is aware of its mission and is fully prepared to take up the challenge of 
such an undertaking as part of the duties assigned to it. I would, however, draw the Board of 
Governors’ attention to the fact that the General Secretariat remains an administration of modest 
size to cope with its increasingly heavy workload. In that connection, I would like to thank all the 
members of the Office for their invaluable cooperation.  

 
 


