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Environmental education has changed  to be 

education for sustainable development, ESD 

1. Fact based                     1980 -  1990   

2. Normative based           1990 - 2000 

3. Pluralistic approach      2000 - ….. 

 

New objectives: 

 Empowerment- ready to make own decisions 

 Competence to act 

 Encourage the entrepreneurial spirit 

 



International and European 

documents supporting ESD 

2009 Review of the European Union Strategy for 

Sustainable Development 

 Mainstreaming sustainable development into 

EU policies 

 Bonn Declaration (UNESCO March 2009) 

Rio +20 Conference  UN June 2012  



ESD - summary 

Education for Sustainable Development  

 Education for Sustainable Development allows every human being to 
acquire the knowledge, skills, attitudes and values necessary to 
shape a sustainable future.  

 Education for Sustainable Development means including key sustainable 
development issues into teaching and learning; e.g.: 
 climate change,  

 disaster risk reduction, biodiversity,  

 poverty reduction, and  

 sustainable consumption.  

 It requires participatory teaching and learning methods that 
motivate and empower learners to change their behaviour and take action 
for sustainable development.  

 Education for Sustainable Development consequently promotes 
competencies like critical thinking, imagining future scenarios and 
making decisions in a collaborative way.  

 Education for Sustainable Development requires far-reaching changes in the 
way education is often practiced today.  



European Council & ESD 

 The Council has adopted conclusions on education for 
sustainable development (ESD) in 2009. 

 Council tackled the issue of ESD, integrating economic, 
social and environmental perspectives. The conclusions 
stress that sustainable development aspects should 
be mainstreamed into all areas of education and 
training. 

 The Council invites member states to support education 
for sustainable development by featuring it in national 
lifelong learning strategies and by equipping 
teachers and trainers with the knowledge, skills 
and attitudes required. 

 



Education for sustainable development 

Education and Training ET 2020 – framework 

Member states are invited to ensure that: 

 

• ESD becomes a feature of national lifelong learning strategies aimed 
at citizens’ personal, social and professional development;  

 

• ESD is, where appropriate, mainstreamed into curricula;  

 

• interdisciplinary and cross-curricular approaches are 
developed and implemented at all levels of education to address the 
challenges of sustainability;  

 

• a ‘whole-school’ approach to ESD is actively promoted and 
supported, including by removing barriers to institutions which are 
pursuing the sustainable use of their resources.  

 





Student’s speech to promote a greener 

education inside the European School 

system  

CoSup has come to the conclusion that the current education 

system in European Schools needs to be revised in order to 

educate this generation about the current issues on global 

warming and the environment. 

 

 “As students growing up in a rapidly changing world, we need to 

be provided with the tools to understand and take care of 

the world in which we live in. We cannot stress enough the 

great importance of reviewing current syllabi with the will to make 

them more relevant to the realities of the planet on which we live.”  

 



New objective for European Schools 

Based on the proposal of CoSup, a new objective was 

agreed for the European School system in February 

2013:  

 to provide Education for Sustainable Development 

with a cross curriculum approach in line with 

European and international documents 

 



European Schools and ESD 

 

ESD is mentioned e.g. in following syllabuses: 

• Early childhood curriculum (n) 

• Discovery of  the world (p) 

• Biology (s) 

• Economy(s) 

• Integreted science (s) 

• Human science (s) 

• Geography (s) 

 



e.g. Early Education  

 

The values of Early Education in European Schools  

 

 Early Education shall actively and consciously influence and 

stimulate children to develop an understanding of the values in 

the European School system. The underlying values are human 

rights, equality, democracy, environmental sustainability, 

multiculturalism and respect for the mother tongue. Early 

education promotes responsibility, a sense of community and 

respect for the rights and freedom of the individual.  

 Principle is to build up respect for others and the 

environment.  

 



ES & ESD –  

From pilot projects to systemic change 

The whole-school approach to ESD calls for a sustainable 
development to be integrated throughout in a holistic manner! 

 

 Many of our schools have wonderful projects – but we do not 
have yet a systematic approach 

 Many of our syllabuses are already mentioning issues related 
to ESD – but they should be revisited and we are not yet sure 
that they are implemented in practice 

 Many of our teachers are sensitive to ESD issues – but there is 
a room for improvement in the harmonization of the practices. 
In-service trainings and attitude change is needed. 

 

 Working Group has been created in February 2013 to 
monitor, coordinate, facilitate and follow-up the introduction 
of ESD in our school system.  



What seems to work 

 Collective, participative and concrete actions (e.g. 

separation of recyclables, energy saving, classroom 

temperature decrease, projects to improve the green 

environment) 

 Interdisciplinary theme-weeks and projects 

 Lighthouse-projects with great visibility  

 Debates and conferences with interesting keynote 

speakers 

 Common actions for third world - if the project is 

 Children to children 

 Concrete, reported outcomes (in preference by students themselves) 

 



 Pedagogical garden, EEB1 Uccle   Gerard Dubois – Manifeste pour l'égalité 

We should educate our students to take 

good care of their own environment, and we 

should foster their sense of empathy and 

solidarity towards those ones in need! 


