
 

Sehr geehrter Herr Bürgermeister, Excelenzen, Sehr geehrter Herr Direktor, 
meine Damen und Herren, 
 
Ich möchte im Namen des Obersten Rates der Europäischen Schulen der 
Europäischen Schule Karlsruhe zu ihrem 50. Geburtstag und dem gesamten System 
zu seinem 60. Geburtstag herzlich gratulieren!  
 
In 1951 six European countries signed a treaty of Paris to promote democratic 
stability and free markets and established the European Coal and Steel Community 
(ECSC) which can be seen as the origin of the European Union. Only two years 
later, The first European School opened in 23rd of April in Luxembourg, nearly daily 
60 years ago. And ten years later, the Board of Governors took a decision to create 
the European School Karlsruhe to meet the needs of the children of Euroatom. 
 
 
The creation of the new intergovernmental school system only eight years after the 
end of the Second World War was a utopian challenge from the political, legislative 
organisational, administrative, conceptual and pedagogical viewpoint. But the 
parents working in the The European Coal and Steel Community and the  founding 
fathers of our system had the right set of values and idealism, clear vision, 
administrative courage, political determination and a wealth of optimism for the 
future. And they managed to bring about their utopia in practice pretty well – as 
we can see today. 
 
The chief architect of European unity Mr. Jean Monnet had a pragmatic idea that 
multicultural and multilingvistic education would be the best mean to create 
unified Europe. The German chancellor Dr. Helmut Kohl stated in a recent 
interview (Commission en direct, 01 Fevrier 2013, page 37): 
 

„Wir müssen ganz einfach und immer wieder darauf hinweisen: Europa 
bleibt eine Frage von Krieg und Frieden und der Friedensgedanke das  
Bewegungsgesetz der europäische Integration. Der Frieden in Europa ist 
keine Selbstverständlichkeit, er muss jeden Tag neu erarbeitet werden. 
Europa ist auch keine Frage der Ökonomie, sondern der Geisteshaltung. 
Wenn wir das den jungen Menschen vermitteln, bin ich sicher, hat Europa 
eine gute Zukunft.“ 

 
 

The principle of the European School has from the beginning been to bring pupils 
coming from different countries, speaking different languages together. We are 
unified in our diversity. In spite of our cultural differences we can learn together, work 
together, play together and celebrate together.  Today is the day of celebration. 

 
The Karlsruhe school, which started modestly in September 1962 with one primary 
teacher and four pupils, has become a  school for over 930 pupils and a working 
place for 70 seconded teachers, 51 locally recruited teachers and 25 AAS staff 
members. Over the past 50 years, the School has provided an excellent education 



for thousands of expatriate and local pupils and it has sent over 2400 well-prepared 
European Baccalaureate-holders on to higher education in Universities throughout 
Europe and even beyond!  Well done! Congratulations! 
 

Over the last 60 years the European Union and our school system have both grown 
considerably.  At present, there are approximately 27 000 pupils being provided 
with European Education in 14 traditional European Schools in seven different EU 
Member States, plus eight accredited schools in four more countries. And there are 
plenty of new projects in the pipeline. 

 
The existence of the ESK has contributed positively to the development of the ITU, 
the Joint Research Centre in Karlsruhe. Today there are about 300 people working 
at ITU and there are 171 ITU children attending the ESK. 
 
Thanks to Mr Høyem’s determined leadership, the School has worked hard to 
integrate ESK into the local school environment. The School has made particular 
efforts to establish excellent cooperation with the Government of Baden-
Württemberg and City of Karlsruhe. I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
the Government of Baden-Württemberg and City of Karlsruhe for very constructive 
and concrete cooperation! 
 
The Director of the School, Mr Høyem, has been very active in networking with the 
business world and companies in the Karlsruhe region. Thanks to this approach, ESK 
today has an important amount of respectful partners in the region. I would like to 
thank all the partners of the school for their contribution! 
 
As Secretary-General of the European Schools and as chair of the Administrative 
Board, I wish to congratulate the staff and the management team of ESK for their 
excellent work. In spite of the 50 years of age the School is still bubbling with a 
whole host of new development ideas and initiatives. The mission of the school is 
to provide students with values such as openness, tolerance and democracy. I am 
sure that this mission is fulfilled in close co-operation with parents and partner 
organisations! 
 
I wish all the past, present and future pupils and staff members of the European 
School, Karlsruhe every success!  
  
 
Kari Kivinen 
  
 
 


