
Dear all,

The  European  School  system  celebrated  its  60th  anniversary  in  April  2013  in 
Luxembourg, where the first primary classes opened on 4 October 1953.  

Over the last 60 years the European Union and our school system have both grown 
considerably.  At present, there are approximately 27 000 pupils being provided with 
European Education in 14 traditional European Schools in seven different EU Member 
States, plus nine accredited schools in five more countries. And there are plenty of 
new projects in the pipeline.

We have the greatest pleasure in announcing that on 26 August, the Tallinn European 
School  in  Estonia  –  the  ninth  Accredited  European  School  -  held  its  inauguration 
ceremony.  We wish to extend to all the pupils, parents and staff members of the new 
school a very warm welcome to our European School family!
We are undergoing major changes in our ICT environments at present. We have all 
been waiting for the new Student Management System for the past 15 years. It has 
finally been installed – but not entirely without complications.  We hope that the new 
system  will  soon  open  up  a  wealth  of  new possibilities  for  all  the  stakeholders, 
designed to improve communication and follow-up on studies and absences.  We are 
also working hard to be able to launch a new accounts program during the 2013-2014 
school year too.



The mission of our Schools has been to provide a broad education of high quality, from 
nursery  level  to  university  entrance,  and  offer  an  opportunity  for  pupils  to  stay 
connected with  their  Mother  Tongue,  whilst  being  educated  in  a  multilingual  and 
multicultural  environment,  to  become open-minded European  citizens.  During  the 
2013-2014 school year we will be discussing the reform of our school system. We are 
proud to share the same values and vision as 60 years ago – but at the same time, we 
have  to  plan  for  our  pupils  to  be  provided  with  the  right  sets  of  skills  and 
competences needed in the globalised twenty-first century world. 

Let’s do our outmost to meet the needs of each and every pupil in our school system.  
Let’s take care of each other! Let’s play, study, work and learn together! 

Excellente rentrée à tous !

Kari KIVINEN Giancarlo MARCHEGGIANO
Secretary-General Deputy Secretary-General
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