
 

 

Dear all, 

 

For over 60 years, the objective of the European Schools has been to provide a broad 
education of high quality, from nursery school to university entrance, offering our 
pupils an opportunity to be educated through their Mother Tongue, whilst being 
immersed in a multilingual and multicultural environment, in order to become open-
minded European citizens.  

We are convinced that this objective is still valid today – but it might be worthwhile 
revising and updating our curriculum and some of our practices, taking into account 
the demands of the twenty first century that our students are facing. 

This autumn the ‘Reorganisation of secondary cycle studies’ Working Group  will 
discuss the secondary school curriculum based on earlier discussions and proposals, 
but also taking into account the recommendations made by the external evaluator, 
the Institute of Education, University College London. 

According to the report of the team of evaluators, current practice - as well as the 
new proposals - do not take sufficient account of, for example, the eight  key 
competences.  

One of the key messages of the final evaluation report of the Institute of Education, 
University College London is that we should “clarify and extend the current outline 
curriculum, particularly in relation to the eight key competences.” Indeed, the 
European Schools should be at  the forefront in   translating these European key 
competences into learning and teaching practice.   

Communication	  in	  
the	  mother	  tongue 

Communication	  in	  the	  mother	  tongue	  is	  the	  expression	  and	  interpretation	  of	  
concepts,	  thoughts,	  feelings,	  facts	  and	  opinions	  in	  both	  oral	  and	  written	  form,	  and	  to	  
interact	  linguistically	  in	  an	  appropriate	  and	  creative	  way. 

Communication	  in	  
foreign	  languages 

Communication	  in	  foreign	  languages	  broadly	  shares	  the	  dimensions	  of	  
communication	  in	  the	  mother	  tongue	  but	  particularly	  emphasises	  skills	  such	  as	  
mediation	  and	  intercultural	  understanding.	   



Mathematical	  
competence	  and	  
basic	  competences	  
in	  science	  and	  
technology 

Mathematical	  competence	  is	  developing	  and	  applying	  mathematical	  thinking	  in	  
order	  to	  solve	  a	  range	  of	  problems	  in	  everyday	  situations.	  Building	  on	  a	  sound	  
mastery	  of	  numeracy,	  the	  emphasis	  is	  on	  process	  and	  activity,	  as	  well	  as	  knowledge.	   
Competence	  in	  science	  refers	  to	  the	  willingness	  to	  use	  the	  body	  of	  knowledge	  and	  
methodology	  employed	  to	  explain	  the	  natural	  world	  in	  order	  to	  identify	  questions	  
and	  to	  draw	  evidence-‐based	  conclusions.	   
Competence	  in	  technology	  is	  viewed	  as	  the	  application	  of	  that	  knowledge	  and	  
methodology	  in	  response	  to	  perceived	  human	  wants	  or	  needs.	  Competence	  in	  
science	  and	  technology	  involves	  an	  understanding	  of	  the	  changes	  caused	  by	  human	  
activity	  and	  responsibility	  as	  an	  individual	  citizen. 

Digital	  
competence 

Digital	  competence	  involves	  the	  confident	  and	  critical	  use	  of	  Information	  and	  
Communication	  Technology	  (ICT)	  for	  work,	  leisure	  and	  communication.	  It	  is	  
underpinned	  by	  basic	  skills	  in	  ICT 

Learning	  to	  learn Learning	  to	  learn	  is	  pursuing	  and	  persisting	  in	  learning,	  organising	  one’s	  own	  
learning,	  including	  through	  effective	  management	  of	  time	  and	  information,	  both	  
individually	  and	  in	  groups. 

Social	  and	  civic	  
competences 

Social	  competence	  covers	  all	  forms	  of	  behaviour	  that	  equip	  individuals	  to	  
participate	  in	  an	  effective	  and	  constructive	  way	  in	  social	  and	  working	  life,	  and	  
particularly	  in	  increasingly	  diverse	  societies,	  and	  to	  resolve	  conflict	  where	  necessary.	   
Civic	  competence	  equips	  individuals	  to	  fully	  participate	  in	  civic	  life,	  based	  on	  
knowledge	  of	  social	  and	  political	  concepts	  and	  structures	  and	  a	  commitment	  to	  
active	  and	  democratic	  participation. 

Sense	  of	  initiative	  
and	  
entrepreneurship 

Sense	  of	  initiative	  and	  entrepreneurship	  refers	  to	  an	  individual’s	  turning	  of	  ideas	  
into	  action.	  It	  includes	  creativity,	  innovation,	  risk-‐taking	  and	  ethical	  values,	  as	  well	  
as	  the	  ability	  to	  plan	  and	  manage	  projects	  in	  order	  to	  achieve	  objectives. 

Cultural	  
awareness	  and	  
expression 

This	  refers	  to	  the	  creative	  expression	  of	  ideas,	  experiences	  and	  emotions	  in	  a	  range	  
of	  media,	  including	  music,	  performing	  arts,	  literature,	  and	  the	  visual	  arts.	  It	  includes	  
an	  appreciation	  of	  the	  importance	  of	  this	  creative	  expression. 

 

According to the same report, the most important component of curriculum reform is 
improving teacher capacity. This can be achieved in two ways:  

1. recruiting teachers who already have the requisite knowledge base, skills and 
dispositions, or/and  

2. developing pre- and in-service training programmes to compensate for the lack 
of knowledge, skills and dispositions required to teach the new syllabuses. 

 

 

 



During the summer I participated in a Curriculum Confrontation Event entitled 
“What’s worth learning?” 

I learned from the various stakeholders, that: 

• all the 28 European countries have revised/reformed their curricula during the 
last decade;  

• the world in which our Schools operate has undergone major changes in the 
past twenty years: increasing  globalisation and  challenges for a  sustainable 
future are only two examples;  

• the set of competences a pupil should master has changed to include cross-
curricular, ethical and sustainability elements.   

• the concept of learning has evolved.  It is important to strengthen the 
importance of learning to learn. That  ability  should be embedded in basic 
skills such as literacy, numeracy and ICT, which are necessary for continuous 
learning. An individual should therefore be able to acquire, access, profess and 
assimilate new knowledge and new skills. Students should also be able to learn 
autonomously, be self-disciplined, work collaboratively, share what they have 
learned, organise their own learning, evaluate their own work, seek advice, 
information and support when appropriate;  

• the role of teachers and of teaching  has also changed: we are moving towards  
a school as a learning community; 

• the content of syllabuses and pedagogical practices should take into 
consideration the cross-subject issues of our environment, so that students are 
able to  deal with real problems and real-world phenomena. 

We should also take time to reflect on how to make our schools a better learning 
environment and a more supportive and encouraging community which enhances the 
meaningfulness of studying at school.  The motivation and the well-being of our staff 
members as well as the joy in learning of our students should be promoted. 

All these pedagogical issues will be discussed in various forums during this school 
year.  

I invite the entire European School community to take part in the discussion! 

  

Brussels, 9 September 2015 

Kari Kivinen 

Secretary-General of the European Schools 


