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The new 2016 curriculum
focuses on fostering
• Democratic values,
• Positive cooperation, 

and
• Participative school

culture

All education is 
based on 
curriculum



EU key comptences for lifelong learning (2018) -
Digital competence & Democracy

DIGITAL COMPETENCE

• Digital competence involves the 
confident, critical and responsible use 
of, and engagement with, digital 
technologies for learning, at work, and 
for participation in society.
• Individuals should be able to use digital 

technologies to support their active 
citizenship and social inclusion, 
collaboration with others, and creativity 
towards personal, social or commercial 
goals.

European key competences for lifelong learning (2018) all language versions: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-

content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.C_.2018.189.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ:C:2018:189:TOC

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.C_.2018.189.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ:C:2018:189:TOC


Citizenship competence
• Citizenship competence is the ability to 

act as responsible citizens and to fully 
participate in civic and social life, based 
on understanding of social, economic, 
legal and political concepts and 
structures, as well as global 
developments and sustainability.

• Respect for human rights as a basis for democracy 
lays the foundations for a responsible and 
constructive attitude. Constructive participation 
involves willingness to participate in democratic 
decision-making at all levels and civic activities.

• It includes support for social and cultural diversity, 
gender equality and social cohesion, sustainable 
lifestyles, promotion of culture of peace and 
nonviolence, a readiness to respect the privacy of 
others, and to take responsibility for the environment. 

European key competences for lifelong learning (2018)



COE:  20 competences for 
Democratic Culture



Challenge – the Finnish paradox

• In the 2014 European 
Parliament elections Finnish 
young adults  (18–24) were 
the champions on non-voting 
(only 10 % voted). At the 
same time they were the 
most EU positive group. Why?
• In Sweden over 60% of young 

adults voted! 



Students are involved in the
school life in many ways
• Decision making 

• Student committees, representation in the  decision making 
bodies

• Planning
• Local curriculum, courses offered, multidisciplinary projects, 

actions..
• Organization 

• student led activities, student welfare, various school activities, 
canteen committee, green committee, parties,..

• Evaluation 
• Surveys, meetings, feedback, follow-up, questionnaires, etc.

• School development 
• proposals, working groups, consultations …



Canteen
committee: 
”It is a crime to 
have pea soup
without
pancakes”



Mentoring
others



How to activate students to take part in election discussion and 
follow-up empowered with critical thinking and media literacy skills 
to resist mis- and disinformation?



Give them
tools to deal
with social
media 
information
overflow



Provide them basic information about the ethics
of journalism & fact checking
Invite journalists, visit redactions, make your own
publications etc.



Deal with
issues
which are
interesting
for 
youngsters

Here legal
rights in 
social
media.



Listen
their
views



Students explore party 
programs from their own
perspective and organise role
game debates & election
panels



Let students
to produce
their own
election
materials and 
campaigns



Organise discussion and 
debate panels in the school



Include
youngsters
in the
debate



Let them interact with the real politiciens



Questions today

• Should 16 year olds have voting rights? 
• Are the views of young people listened 

to enough in your country ?
• Should climate change be taken into 

consideration in politics?
• Should school obligation be prolonged 

from 16 to 18 years?
• Should there be a strict immigration 

policy?

NO YES



Take them in the middle of media action



Use
drama
and music



Organise student
elections



Shadow election results: School / District



Tools for teachers
• It was noticed, that the Finnish schools and 

teachers have a crucial need for updated set of 
tools and methods in order to be able to meet the 
curricula goals and to provide support and 
encouragement for their pupils which are 
confronting and dealing with unclear and 
conflicting information. 
• The challenge was, how to provide the pupils the 

necessary knowledge, skills and competences as 
well as self-confidence, so that they could actively 
and critically take part in the debates and 
discussions in the future coming elections.



The future European voters project 
brought together fact checking, media 
and voter literacy experts and 
organisations in order to create a voter 
literacy program to activate students –
the future voters – to take part in 
election discussion and follow-up 
empowered with critical thinking and 
media literacy skills to resist mis- and 
disinformation. 

https://faktabaari.fi/assets/FactBar_EDU_Fact-
checking_for_educators_and_future_voters_13112018
.pdf

https://faktabaari.fi/assets/FactBar_EDU_Fact-checking_for_educators_and_future_voters_13112018.pdf


Objectives of the future voters project
• To provide students with voter 

literacy skills, so that they would 
be able to make their decisions 
based on facts - not on 
disinformation or mal-
information.

• To create a new educative and 
inspiring voter literacy materials 
and teacher training kits for 
educators.



Mis-information - false
information is shared, but no harm
is meant.

Dis-information - false information
is knowingly shared to cause harm.

Mal-information - genuine
information is shared to cause
harm, often by moving information
designed to stay private into the
public sphere.

Description of mis-, dis- and mal-information



Students should have basic knowledge on
• how the political system and democracy 

work.
• political parties of the country.
• the role and prerogatives of the EU and 

the Parliament.
• what political campaigning is like in 

practice. 
• ethical principles of journalism and fact-

checking 

#1



Students should be taught basic competences 
to use information independently and in 
interaction with others for problem-solving, 
argumentation, reasoning, drawing of 
conclusions.
Students should: 
• have opportunities to analyse the topic 

being discussed critically from different 
viewpoints.

• be able to know where and how to search 
information and they should be able to 
evaluate the usability and reliability of 
sources.

#2



The schools should support the students’ growth 
into active, responsible, and enterprising citizens. 
• The students should be guided to act in a pluralistic 

society that understands diversity and respects 
human rights and equality in accordance with the 
values and principles of democracy.
• The goal is to provide the students with a 

knowledge base of how the society works and how 
citizens can be involved as well as to encourage 
pupils to become independent societal and 
economic actors.

#3



• Participating in civic activity is a basic 
precondition for an effective democracy. 

• Skills in participation and involvement as 
well as a responsible attitude towards the 
future may only be learned by practicing. 

• The school environment offers a safe setting 
for this, while basic education also lays a 
foundation of competence for the pupils’ 
growth into active citizens who use their 
democratic rights and freedoms responsibly. 

• The mission of the school is to reinforce the 
participation of each pupil.

#4



Tools: True or false check-list?

• Who is the author ?
• Can you find a name or reliable web address ?

• To whom it is made for? 
• Where has it been published first and to which target 

audience?
• What does it really say? 

• Is it advertisement, piece of news or opinion of 
someone? 

• Why is it made?
• On what information it is based? 

• Can you find references?

????



Online check-list

Check headline & pictures
• Very emotive, powerful or provocative
• “Too easy” black-and-white simplifications

à If yes, stay alert and continue

Check the content
• Anonymous? No Sources ? 
• One-sided views on topic? No alternative viewpoints?

à If yes, leave it.  If no, continue

Towards your own judgement
• Why author seeks your attention or action?
• Check the main claim with source you trust? 
à You feel not cheated? So, go ahead, share good content! 



Fact-checking process in a school

1. Select a claim that you want to check
2. Examine the claim using different sources 

and check the facts
• Who, where, when and what said? 

3. Write a fact-checking report based on the 
discoveries

4. Present your findings to the rest of the 
class for the final verdict (“True, “False” 
or “50/50”)

5. Publish and share the results, e.g. as a 
blog text or a presentation paper





YLE TRIPLET

• The Finnish national broadcasting
company YLE has a special service for 
teachers and schools.

• They produce every morning a short
teaching material from the actual news 
for education purposes.

• Materials are classified according to 
school subjects

• https://yle.triplet.io/

https://yle.triplet.io/


Who targets me?
How we are influenced individually through social media?

• Miten äänestyspäätökseesi yritetään vaikuttaa sosiaalisen median 
kautta?https://www.vaalivahti.fi/
• Sweden: Vem påverkar dig i smyg på sociala medier?

https://annonskollen.info/

https://www.vaalivahti.fi/
https://annonskollen.info/


• https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B27gZaQnDz9gTkVDVW1Yd0M2RD
ZTTi1pUElEQmtubEVSVFVj/view

Media mistakes YLE - Mokasiko media?

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B27gZaQnDz9gTkVDVW1Yd0M2RDZTTi1pUElEQmtubEVSVFVj/view
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